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SENATE BI LL 6867

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senators Pflug, Shin, Ei de, Weinstein, McAuliffe, Schm dt,
Carrell, Rasmussen, Kohl-Welles and Franklin

Read first time 01/30/2006. Referred to Commttee on Labor

Commerce, Research & Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a joint |legislative task force on
life sciences; creating new sections; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that Wshington has
| ong been one of the nation's premer centers for the nedical device
and bi otechnol ogy industries, but that the growh in life sciences jobs
in the state has stagnated since 2002. The legislature further finds
that the state lags in investnents in nedical device and bi otechnol ogy
manufacturing and has a relatively |ow supply of advanced degrees in
the life sciences. It is the intent of the legislature to identify
weaknesses in the state's support for the |life sciences and to craft a
conpr ehensi ve strategy and inplenentation plan for growh in the life
sci ences sector of the state's econony.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1)(a) The joint legislative task force on
life sciences is established. The task force shall consist of the
foll ow ng voting nenbers:

(i) One nenber from each caucus of the senate, appointed by the
presi dent of the senate;
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(ii) One nenmber from each caucus of the house of representatives,
appoi nted by the speaker of the house of representatives;

(iii1) N ne nenbers appointed jointly by the president of the senate
and the speaker of the house of representatives as follows:

(A) Three nenbers representing life sciences industries. One of
t hese nmenbers shall represent private research and devel opnent firns,
one shall represent venture capital firms, and one shall represent a
manufacturing firm

(B) Two nenbers representing academ c institutions;

(C) One nenber representing a facility incubating life sciences
busi nesses;

(D) One nenber representing a life sciences industry association
and

(E) One nenber representing a |ocal governnent with nodel permt
i ssuance processes.

(b) The task force shall choose bipartisan cochairs fromanong its
| egi sl ati ve nenbers.

(2) The task force shall review the weaknesses in the state's
capacity to support devel opnent and growmh of the |ife sciences sector
and devel op a conprehensive strategy and i nplenentation plan to:

(a) Enhance the life sciences research and devel opnent capacity in
t he state;

(b) Foster university-industry coll aboration;

(c) Pronote networking;

(d) Increase the supply of risk capital;

(e) Increase the nunber of research parks, incubators, and other
facilities;

(f) Enhance the business environnent; and

(g) Encourage permt streanlining.

(3)(a) The task force shall use legislative facilities, and staff
support shall be provided by senate commttee services and the house of
representatives office of programresearch

(b) The task force may hire additional staff or contract wth
additional persons who have specific technical expertise if such
expertise is necessary to carry out the mandates of the study.

(4) Legislative nenbers of the task force shall be reinbursed for
travel expenses in accordance with RCW 44.04.120. Nonl egi sl ati ve
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menbers, except those representing an enployer or organization, are
entitled to be reinbursed for travel expenses in accordance wth RCW
43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(5) The expenses of the task force shall be paid jointly by the
senate and the house of representatives. Task force expenditures are
subject to approval by the senate facilities and operations conmttee
and the house of representatives executive rules conmttee, or their
successor conmttees.

(6) The task force shall conplete its work by Decenber 15, 2006.

(7) This section expires Decenber 31, 2006.

~-- END ---
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